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We’re known and loved for having a fun, engaged
community. There are many ways to bridge the
gap and stay connected with the City of Ridgeﬁeld.
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Find out how at
www.ridgefieldwa.us
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Have you been to Historic Downtown lately – the Art and Soul of Ridgeﬁeld?
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There are still activities to enjoy, within the COVID guidelines. Businesses are open. So you
can shop for sporting equipment, flowers, gifts, hardware supplies and specialty groceries.
You can get a cup of coffee, espresso and pastry items; order take out or enjoy open air dining
inside or in heated tents at four different restaurants; visit a local brewery and even spend the
night at a B&B. Check out Dine Ridgefield at www.ridgefieldwa.us/coronavirus/#Support for more
details. And, of course, there are parks to enjoy, trails to walk, waterfront to explore and artwork to
see in Ridgefield’s Arts Quarter.

There are also significant enhancements coming to downtown in 2021. The Pioneer Street Rail
Overpass, a Port of Ridgefield project, is taking shape. With a completion date of this year, it will
provide safe passage between downtown and the waterfront for pedestrians and vehicles.
Construction of the new, larger Ridgefield Community Library is underway with an estimated
completion date of May, 2021. In the meantime, the library is open and active at a temporary
location. And, the police department will be moving to a newly constructed building before
the end of the year.
Plan a visit soon. Shop Local. Support a Restaurant.
And wave to or smile with your eyes at the friendly faces that you see.

Help is on
the way!
Stay Vigillant. Stay healthy.
The multiple approved COVID-19 vaccines which were developed and tested in record time are immunizing and
protecting more of our families and friends every day. It’s amazing news but followed closely by the continued request
for patience and vigilance. It will take months before all the Ridgefield residents who want the vaccine are able to get it.
To find out more about the vaccine, when you might be eligible for it, and where to go, you can get information at
www.clark.wa.gov/public-health/covid-19-vaccine.
In the meantime, our urgent request is to double down on precautions between now and when the vaccines will be
available to everybody. You’ve all been so great this whole year taking care of your own health and that of your families,
friends, and co-workers. I know it’s exhausting and difficult. But now is not the time to let down. Now is the time to
power through to the finish line. And that finish line is in sight. Help is on the way.

Community Development
Happy New Year from Community Development! While we had to adapt
many of our day-to-day processes in 2020, it was still a busy and
productive year. Our team reviewed, and issued record numbers of
single-family home permits, while also improving the architectural review
process to make sure each home is built with high-quality features. In
2021, staff is working on housing code updates to further improve the
development and design standards for individual homes and subdivisions.
The careful work of our team also saw several new businesses open safely
in 2020, including the amenities at Discovery Ridge, Ridgefield Craft
Brewing downtown, Simonds International, and Trademark Plumbing. In
2021 we look forward to welcoming even more new restaurants and
retailers at Pioneer Village and Discovery Ridge.

Budget & Finance
On 12/3/2020, City Council adopted the 2021 Budget; setting the framework for the operating and capital budgets for
2021. The budget estimates $29 million in revenues and $27.4 million in expense. Of the $14.1 million in operating expense,
49.8% is for personnel expense – including seven new positions – with the balance covering operations. Council approved
tenant improvement expense for a move to a new Public Safety building and a new Public Works Operations Center. 2021
will also include multiple, road, water and storm projects highlighted by the design of the I-5 South Connection Project
and the construction of the Pioneer Extension Project which includes a $5.8 million federal grant.

City Improvements
If you have driven down Pioneer
Street recently you have seen
the widening work west of Royle
Road which will be wrapping up
in early 2021. This project will
complete the first full-width
segment of Pioneer street to its
final form with two travel lanes
in each direction, a tree-lined
median, and landscaping,
sidewalk, and bike lanes on both
sides of the street. In 2021 the
City will complete design of
widening of Pioneer east of
Royle Road to match all the way
to the I-5 interchange. With
these projects pedestrian
crossing improvements are
being installed at the Royle
Roundabout, and to the west
near 40th Avenue.
These crossings are activated but need a little of your help to
work. When you are crossing the street please make sure to
press the button to activate flashing beacons to alert drivers
that you are crossing.
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Police Department Update
Ridgefield Police have started 2021 with the hiring of a new
police officer and is starting the process to hire another. Officer
Rick Doran comes to us from Portland where he worked for 14
years. Officer Doran grew up in Bend, OR and joined the Marine
Corps where he served in embassies around the world.
Afterward, he graduated from Portland State University and
married his wife Michelle. Together they have 5 children. Officer
Doran also just finished his Master’s Degree. We are all excited
to have this well qualified officer joining us. Please join us in
welcoming Officer Doran.

To Our Community,

The Ridgefield Events team is excitedly planning online, hybrid, and in person events for 2021. We are closely watching
state guidelines, preparing plans, and looking forward to hosting our community in person again. At this time, we are
hoping for an adapted, in person gathering for our May First Saturday event, the May Day Spring Festival on Saturday,
May 1st. In the meantime, we hope you will check out the online events and activities we have created.
We are working with local businesses, organizations, and individuals to provide activities and entertainment to keep you
feeling connected during these difficult times. We encourage any organizations or individuals who wish to get involved
to reach out to Events@ci.ridgefield.wa.us to connect with us.
You can keep up with First Saturday planning on our website,
www.ridgefieldwa.us/things-to-do/community-events/first-saturdays or get Ridgefield event updates sent right to
your inbox by subscribing to our email list, www.ridgefieldwa.us/stay-connected.

Arts Quarter Block Party
March 6, 2021

Ridgeﬁeld Whodunnits
April 2021

May Day Spring Festival
May 1, 2021

Kick off Youth Arts Month in
Ridgefield with online activities, take
home activity bags, a Color Run, and
an Arts Quarter scavenger hunt.
Celebrate a partnership between
Ridgefield School District and the
Ridgefield Art Association
encouraging young people to take
part in artistic endeavors all month
long. On First Saturday, we expand
this celebration of the arts to
include artists of any age.

Ridgefield is growing, and we want
to help you get to know your
community and neighbors. So,
we’ve created this family-friendly
mystery game to get you going.

It is the Anniversary of First
Saturday! Join us to usher in a fresh
spring season and celebrate the
tradition of our community focused
First Saturdays. Please check our
website for additional 2021 event
information as we draw closer.

You won’t want to miss our third
mystery game! Details will be
announced as we near April.

Stay Connected while Apart

It is challenging to remain connected to our Ridgefield community during this time of physical distance. We simply must
learn new ways to support and uplift our community. Here are a few ways to continue to build community safely:

ART: Explore your artistic side and use it to brighten your neighborhood and town! Create chalk art, a window mural, a
kind sign and other positive pictures and messages. Look around for others contributions in your neighborhood and
share it with your friends.
GIVING: If you are able, consider giving to support those struggling in our community. The Ridgefield Family Resource
Center and Ridgefield Neighbors Helping Neighbors are active in the community and accepting donations. Give what
you can: gently used items, food, money, or time.

EXPLORE: Discover new places and learn about Ridgefield! Ridgefield has a network of connected walking trails,
explore a new neighborhood or find a connection from your local trail to another. Visit www.ridgefieldwa.us/find-a-park/trails for trail suggestions. Take our self-led Historical Walking Tour (www.ridgefieldwa.us/things-to-do/historic-walking-tour) and learn more about the origins of Ridgefield and the downtown area. While you are
out exploring, download and use the app Distrx to discover art, history, and businesses around downtown.

