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We’re known and loved for having a fun, engaged
community. There are many ways to bridge the
gap and stay connected with the City of Ridgeﬁeld.
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Find out how at
www.ridgefieldwa.us
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Welcome New Council Members
On July 22, Ridgefield City Council appointed Judy Chipman and Rachel Coker to Positions 7 and 2
respectively, filling two vacancies created by Council resignations.
Applications for appointment were opened on Friday, June 11 and closed at noon on Friday, June 25. In total, 10
eligible applications were received. The City Clerk provided each Councilmember with a notebook including all
applications. Councilmembers reviewed and rated each candidate to select 4 finalists to interview on July 8.

At the City Council Meeting on Thursday, July 22, Council voted by ballot to appoint Judy Chipman to Position 7. Chipman took the
Oath of Office and was seated for the vote for Position 2. Rachel Coker was appointed to Position 2, and subsequently took the
Oath of Office. Both Council members will sit for election in 2023.
Judy Chipman grew up in Ridgefield and moved back to the area 9 years ago. Chipman served on the Columbia Credit Union Board
of Directors for 9 years and retired from Bonneville Power Administration in 2017. In 2018, Chipman was appointed to the Ridgefield
Planning Commission. Chipman enjoys attending Raptors games, walking her neighborhood, and enjoying the small-town atmosphere of Ridgefield.
Rachel Coker has served as a member on the Parks Advisory Board since 2019. She has been involved in the community through the
Parks Board, attending community events, volunteering at the Lions Club booth at the Clark County Fair, and attending business
spotlight events by Ridgefield Life magazine and the Ridgefield Chamber of Commerce. Coker enjoys Eagle’s View Lookout Park,
the Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge, and photographing local events and landscapes.

Ridgeﬁeld Police Department
National Night Out
National Night Out was a great community event. We had about 1000
people come down to Abrams Park over the course of the evening and
enjoy a hot dog dinner, games and prizes, along with a chance to get to
know their police department. I had multiple people come and tell me
what a great event it was, and my response was always, “When you have
a town filled with great people, it is easy to have great events.” I just
want to say from the police department here, we love serving in
Ridgefield and couldn’t imagine being anywhere else.
Police Services Continue Uninterrupted
There has been a lot said about the new Washington legislation aimed
at police reform. It has been interpretated in a number of different
ways. Despite what you may have heard, I want to assure you that the
Ridgefield Police Department will still be responding to all calls for service. There are some things we can no longer do
based on the new laws, but we will continue to do whatever we can to make the community safe and livable. This place
is important to us and we want to continue to serve it well. Thank you for all the support you have shown your police
department through these changing times.
– Chief Brooks

American Rescue Plan Act
In March of this year, Congress passed the American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). The purpose of the Act was to
speed up the United States’ recovery from the economic
and health effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Locally, ARPA provided the City just over $2.5 million over
the next two years to invest in the health and success of
our residents and businesses who have been affected by
COVID-19.
In July, the City Council provided direction that in the
short-term assistance will be provided to water/storm
water/sewer customers who have fallen behind on their
bills due to the pandemic.

Second, for businesses, including our local non-profits,
the City will provide targeted financial assistance to help
keep our small businesses open and thriving. And third,
the City will look for opportunities to strategically invest
in infrastructure projects that ensure the livability and
sustainability of our community.
The City knows that everyone has been affected by this
pandemic in one way or another and will use these
Federal ARPA funds to help. Find the most recent
updates from the City of Ridgefield at
RidgefieldWa.us/coronavirus.

On Your November Ballot: How Should We Fund
Street Preservation in Ridgeﬁeld?
Why does the City need funding for streets?
Existing funding is not adequate to maintain
pavement conditions and reconstruct failed
streets. After more than quadrupling its
investment in road maintenance in the past five
years, the city still faces a $10 million deficit for
street maintenance.
Scheduled maintenance extends the life of our streets by 50%
and costs less than expensive repairs needed without it. The cost of
reconstructing unmaintained roads is 15 times the amount of regular
maintenance. By securing funding through the Transportation Benefit
District (TBD), the City protects taxpayers investments by saving
resources and keeps our streets drivable and safe.
What funding options are there?
APPROVE PROPOSITION 1
0.2% Sales Tax (Taxable Retail Sales) will generate an estimated $7,567,610
over 10 years.
• Retail sales tax would increase from 8.4% to 8.6%. The 0.2%
increase would expire after 10 years.
• Paid by everyone who shops in Ridgefield and uses Ridgefield
streets and services, including developers who purchase
construction materials delivered to Ridgefield.
• Will generate an estimated $7,567,610 over 10 years.
• Construction Retail Estimated Revenue: $3,027,043
• General Retail Estimated Revenue: $4,540,565
Example of impact: The retail sales tax in Ridgefield would be 8.6%. This
equates to a $1 increase on a $500 purchase. To get to an annual cost of $60,
a family would need to spend $30,000 on taxable goods and services in
Ridgefield.
REJECT PROPOSITION 1
$30 Vehicle License Registration Fee will generate an estimated
$5,384,927 over 10 years.
• Residents who register their vehicles locally will pay a $30
Ridgefield TBD Vehicle License Registration Fee per vehicle
annually when renewing vehicle registration.
• Will generate an estimated $5,384,927 over 10 years
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Example of impact: A family that registers two vehicles in Ridgefield will
pay a $30 Ridgefield TBD vehicle license fee for each vehicle, for a $60
annual cost.
Both options will provide adequate funding for necessary
pavement preservation and maintenance. The 0.2% Sales Tax requires
approval by voters.
Why can’t fees on new construction pay for it?
New development pays directly, by building new roads, and through
impact fees to build and expand capacity on main roads. However, new
development dollars cannot legally be used to maintain existing streets.
Washington State law established that developers can pay to build
streets, but we all pay to take care of the streets we drive on once they’re
there.
Questions? Learn more at www.ridgefieldwa.us or email
TBD@ridgefieldwa.us to learn more.

You can keep up with First Saturday planning on our website,
www.ridgefieldwa.us/things-to-do/community-events/first-saturdays or get
Ridgefield event updates sent right to your inbox by subscribing to our email list,
www.ridgefieldwa.us/stay-connected.

MAKE A
Month
BirdFest & Bluegrass
October 2, 2021

Celebrate the annual Friends of the
Refuge festival with a Bluegrass
music and Pickers Festival in
Downtown Ridgefield and online
birding events!

Make A Diﬀerence Month
November 6, 2021

Kick off the season of giving with our
second Make A Difference Month
challenge. On First Saturday, complete
community service projects and learn
about community organizations and
non-profits in Ridgefield.

Hometown Celebration
December 4, 2021

Celebrate the holiday season in the
Ridgefield tradition with Hometown
Celebration!

We are working with local businesses, organizations, and individuals to provide activities and
entertainment to keep you feeling connected during these difficult times. We encourage any organizations
or individuals who wish to get involved to reach out to Events@ridgefieldwa.us to connect with us.
Ridgefield First Saturdays will follow all local and state health guidelines related to COVID-19. Events may be
adapted or cancelled due to changing local conditions. Please check our website for the most up to date
information.

Join the Conversation!

Complete the Community
Experience Survey
The City of Ridgefield is conducting a survey about your
experiences in our community. The purpose of this study
is to gather information that will identify strengths,
challenges and barriers related to welcoming and bringing
together the unique ideas of all people. The City’s goal is to
obtain the perspectives of people from varying backgrounds and experiences, and to
respectfully hear them so every individual feels a sense of belonging. The results of
this survey will be presented to City Council at a public meeting.

Submit your thoughts by Friday, October 8 at https://polco.us/sknadh
or use your smartphone to scan this code.

