THE RIDGE
News and information about the City we love.

The official newsletter from the city of ridgefield, washington

Live. Work. Play. SHOP. In Ridgeﬁeld.
With the growth we’ve been experiencing in Ridgefield, there is a
responsibility to provide more than just rooftops. Our residents need jobs to
go to, doctor’s offices and a pharmacy close by, parks for kids to play in, and
a grocery store to shop in. The City takes that responsibility very seriously,
and works hard every day to help fulfill it. And it’s starting to pay off.
This year Vancouver Clinic will break ground on a 10,000-square foot
facility at 56th and Pioneer, to meet the primary care needs of our residents
and house 8 providers with room to expand up to 30,000 square feet.
Prescriptions from the Clinic can be filled at the pharmacy in the new
Ridgefield Rosauers Grocery Store, opening next year at 45th and Pioneer.
The City searched the country for a unique, high-quality, price-competitive
store, and found a great fit in Rosauers. See more at www.rosauers.com .
And we’re working to make sure the infrastructure is there to support
those new jobs and services. The Ridgefield Outdoor Recreation Complex
will be completed this year in partnership with the School District, a 10-acre
community park is being dedicated to the City at 45th and Pioneer, 45th will
get a new roundabout to provide access for Rosauers and businesses,
Pioneer will be widened to 4 lanes east and west of the roundabout, and
45th/Royle Road is being widened into a parkway that will serve stores on
the north and schools/recreation complex on the south.
We know there are growing pains that come with these amenities, and the
City will keep working to minimize the disruption and maximize
communication about the changes. We appreciate your help and patience
while the services we need go from a dream to reality.
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Community Events
Check out the Community
Events Calendar on our website!
6/2

Big Paddle

7/7

Fourth of July Celebration

8/4

Picnic in the Park

8/7

National Night Out

8/18

Farm to Table Dinner

9/1

Multicultural Festival

• Saturdays, May-Oct.
Farmer’s Market
• June 26th-August 21st
Playground Program

Bring on
the Art!

Ridgeﬁeld Downtown Arts
Quarter Coming Soon!

Backﬂow and Protecting our Drinking Water
What is backflow?
When a customer is connected to a water distribution center, the
intent is for the water to flow from the water supply to the customer
to drink, water a lawn, cook with or bathe in. But, when the pressure
in a customer’s water system changes, there is risk for water to flow
backward and contaminate the clean water supply. That is called
backflow. The good news is that backflow prevention devices can
reliably stop water in a customer’s plumbing system from flowing
back into the community water supply. It is for this reason that
homeowners with an in-ground sprinkler system or a water feature
are required to have backflow preventers.
Backflow Prevention Device Testing
The testing process for backflow preventers is simple. When testing
is due, homeowners will receive a letter from the City along with a
list of independent and certified backflow testers. Homeowners are
then responsible for scheduling the test; and the tester will submit
results to the City. Fees charged by testers are to compensate them
for performing the work and do not go to the City.

The City is excited to announce
that the Downtown Arts Quarter
is set to be approved this spring.
Eye-catching murals, statues,
and other art installations
inspired by Ridgefield’s unique
culture, history, and natural
environment will be featured
along Pioneer Street and Main
Avenue. City staff, the Ridgefield
Art Association, and elected
officials have worked hard
together to create standards
ensuring the Arts Quarter will
promote
high-quality,
locally-designed art. We look
forward
to
showing
off
downtown Ridgefield’s vibrancy
through art!

City Accounting Recieves Highest Marks
The Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in
Financial Reporting has been awarded to the City
by the Government Finance Officers Association
of the United States and Canada (GFOA) for its
2016 comprehensive annual financial report
(CAFR). The Certificate of Achievement is the
highest form of recognition in the area of
governmental accounting.
This accomplishment was driven by the City Council’s commitment
to transparent government, promoting accountability, and being
conscientious stewards of public funds. You can learn more about
the City’s budget and review the CAFR on the City’s website.

The first reading of the Downtown Arts Quarter code is
scheduled for a public hearing
before City Council on Thursday, May 10, 2018 at 6:30pm at
the
Ridgefield
Community
Center. Members of the public
are invited to attend.

Check out these upcoming Summer Events!

Join your community and take part in Ridgefield’s signature summer events. For more information on these
and other City events, check out the community events page on our website at www.ridgefieldwa.us.
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Fourth of July

BIG PADDLE

June 2nd
PORT OF RIDGEFIELD

FOURTH OF JULY
July 7th
OVERLOOK PARK
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FARM TO TABLE
August 18th
OVERLOOK PARK

2018

MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL
September 1st
OVERLOOK PARK

Councilor in Action
Dave Taylor is passionate about
two things: airplanes and natural
gas systems. He worked at
Flightcraft servicing airplanes
and soloed before he had a
driver’s license. He flew as a
Mission Pilot with the Civil Air
Patrol, a citizen auxilliary of the
Air
Force
that
supports
communities with emergency
response, for 15 years. And he has
been responsible for obtaining
the F-15 flyovers for the
Ridgefield 4th of July Parade.
representative for the Citizens
Committee on Pipeline Safety. The
Dave’s first job after graduating
committee advises state and
with a mechanical engineering
federal government agencies on
degree from BYU was with Boeing
pipeline safety, routing, construcwhere he performed stress
tion, operation and maintenance.
analysis on the Boeing Supersonic
Transport. Dave then completed Dave grew up in the NE Portland
30
years
of
engineering area and completed two years of
employment at NW Natural Gas. pre-engineering at PSU before
Even now, Dave drives a car that is leaving for an LDS Church Mission
fueled by compressed natural gas. in Brazil. He returns to visit South
America regularly and speaks
In Ridgefield, Dave has been
fluent Portuguese. Dave has been
involved in numerous civic activimarried to his wife, Donna, almost
ties including the Lion’s Club and
55 years. As a hobby, Dave makes
assisting with View Ridge Aviacustom wooden pens for business
tion STEM classes. He was
and civic leaders.
elected to the City Council in
2008. And, he is currently serving
his second term in a governor
appointed position as a cities

City Leadership
CITY COUNCIL
Sandra Day
John Main
David Taylor
Darren Wertz
Ron Onslow
MAYOR
Don Stose
MAYOR PRO TEM
Lee Wells
CITY MANAGER
Steve Stuart
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“After ten years as Mayor
Ron Onslow, it is time to
transition to a new role that
will allow me to use my
talents to benefit the City
that I love in a different way.”

The Mayor’s Round About
My biggest challenge as Mayor has been to assure that
the community receives superior services while planning for and
managing rapid growth. I am proud to have been involved in creation
of a comprehensive plan and design standards that will sustain our
small town charm, preserve the environment and natural beauty, and
protect what matters most to the citizens of Ridgefield. I am happy to
know that I am leaving a strong foundation of development at the
Junction, plans for a city/county-wide trail, and transition of sewer
services to CRWWD. And I am excited for the opportunities that are
on the horizon with a new grocery store, the Ridgefield Outdoor
Recreation Complex, Vancouver Clinic and a Clark College campus.
I will continue to be a dedicated volunteer in the community and an
active Councilmember. But, it will be difficult to meet the Mayoral
demands of our active city with newly acquired responsibilities such
as Chair of the SW Washington Regional Transportation Council,
Board of Directors of the Association of Washington Cities, Clark
College Culinary Arts Advisory Committee, Urban County Policy
Board and the Discovery Clean Water Alliance. City Council, staff and
I have begun the transition to another Mayor who can continue to
focus solely on Ridgefield needs. That person is Don Stose.
Don has served as a councilmember for eight years and, as an active
member of the community, he is familiar with and knowledgeable
about City issues. He’s an individual who’s got a zest to him that he
contributes to the community. Please join me in welcoming and
supporting Mayor Stose.

Gun Safety: “Secure and Ask”
I have guns. I have children. I have a gun safe. I don’t mind when
parents of my children’s friends ask if I keep my firearms secure. It is
my chance to let them know I am a responsible gun owner and
parent. I say all of this because I want to normalize the question
“Do you have firearms and are they secure?” People ought to be
comfortable asking this of other parents whom their kids are going to
see. Gun owners ought to be happy to let others know they are
responsible and take gun ownership seriously.
If I have a swimming pool, the expectation is that I have a fence
around it to ensure little ones are safe. I ask that all gun owners take
those same precautions with their firearms. If you don’t have a lock
for your gun, come to the Police Department and we will give you
one. Let’s do our part to keep each other safe. - Police Chief Brooks

Stay In Touch
Ridgefield City Hall
230 Pioneer Street PO Box 608
Ridgefield, WA 98642
www.ridgefieldwa.us
P: (360) 887-3557
F: (360) 887-0861
Public Works After Hours:
P: (360) 518-8146
Download the Mobile App:
ridgefieldwa.us/accessridgefield

