
Connect with the City to stay informed about your 
government, community events, public works and road 
construction projects, community development, and 
more.

Social Media: The City is active on social media with daily 
updates on upcoming events, street closures and other 
traffic impacts, and additional city news. Follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and Nextdoor.

AccessRidgefield Mobile App:  Ridgefield has an app that 
will enable you to access City news and information about 
what is happening in your community, submit a service 
request directly to Public Works, pay your utility bill, or 
follow a Daycation. You can download the app from Google 
Play or the App Store.

Texting: Receive texts directly to your mobile phone 
about urgent issues such as road closures, major 
community events, City office closures and emergencies. 
Text “Ridgefield” to 43506 to receive messages.

The Ridge: The City’s newsletter, The Ridge, is delivered 
with utility bills three times each year, is available 
electronically on the City’s website, and hard copies are 
available at City Hall and community events.

Website, www.ridgefieldwa.us:  The City’s website has a 
wealth of information about City Business, your 
neighborhood, volunteer opportunities, history of 
Ridgefield, development activity, budget and other City 
news. Take a look now and stay tuned for major 
improvements in the near future.

Community Events Calendar: Find information about 
City events and festivals, activities sponsored by 
community organizations, special activities at Ridgefield 
businesses and scheduled recreation activities. And, 
submit information about a public event you are 
sponsoring in Ridgefield to include on the calendar.

City Meetings Calendar: Check out when the City 
Council, Parks Board, Planning Commission and Salary 
Commission meetings are scheduled; and review the 
meeting agendas, supporting docments  and minutes. 
Learn more at ridgefieldwa.iqm2.com/Citizens/

Email Newsletters: You can sign up to stay informed 
about what matters to you through the City’s website. 
Email newsletters are delivered regularly about City 
Council and Planning Commission meetings, construction 
and traffic impacts and community events. Sign up at  
ridgefieldwa.us/stay-connected.

THE RIDGE
News and information about the City we love.
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THE RIDGEFIELD 

FIRST SATURDAY IN MAY 
and runs every Saturday, 9 am 

to 2 pm, through the first week-
end of October at Overlook Park 
in historic downtown Ridgefield.
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City Enhancing Financial Transparency
The City of Ridgefield has 
contracted with ClearGov, a 
financial transparency site, to 
give residents access to financial 
and demographic information 
that will help bring the City’s 
budget to life. ClearGov provides 
interactive infographics that 
anyone can understand, plus 
valuable context with 
commentary, benchmarking, 
and non-financial metrics. 

Users can instantly compare any 
line item in the budget against a 
relevant set of peer 
communities. ClearGov provides 
key financial data for every city, 
town, and district and automatically standardizes the chart of accounts so 
you always know you’re comparing apples to apples.

Coming soon, the City will be able to use ClearGov to highlight key 
projects and make it easy for engaged citizens to stay informed. The 
project page will shine a spotlight on community development with 
communications, timelines, budgets, and more in one centralized 
location.

Signs, Signs . . .
In a busy and growing community like Ridgefield, there 
is an increase in the number of signs that tell the 
story of community events, businesses inviting 
you to shop, new neighborhoods, and an 
occasional yard sale. 

It is a Constitutional right for people to be 
able to tell their stories on those signs, 
with limitations allowed on the time, 
place, and manner that they are 
displayed. 

In Ridgefield, the City Council has been 
updating the rules to make sure 
temporary signs aren’t up longer than 60 
days, and aren’t placed in spots that can cause safety 
issues – especially along Pioneer Street and its 
roundabouts. 

Our code enforcement staff has been working hard 
to remove the signs in violation of these rules, let the 
owners know not to do it again, and will be fining 
repeat-offenders. We will continue to work hard to support 
people’s rights in a way that’s safe for all of our residents and 
visitors to Ridgefield.



Connecting the Downtown and Waterfront with the Wildlife Refuge
Construction is well underway on the Main Avenue Access project that will extend sidewalks and trails north from the 
City to the Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge. The $3.2M project – funded by the Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP) 
– also replaces the culvert crossing where Main crosses Gee Creek, which will prevent flooding of the roadway and allow 
fish passage upstream. Due to these improvements, a section of No. Main Avenue is closed. Look for detour signs around 
the area and to access the Refuge on Main and on Pioneer.  The road will be re-opened by October 5th for the BirdFest 
& Bluegrass festival.

The Refuge and City also recently received the exciting news that new permanent offices and a Community Nature 
Center will soon replace the portable buildings that currently house the Refuge offices. Design on these facilities has 
been in the works for several years, and recently the Federal Government included $5.25 million for construction of the 
administrative building. For more information on Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge projects, visit 
www.refuge2020.info. 

Police Department Brings Community Together
We recently completed Ridgefield’s 15th year of celebrating 
National Night Out (NNO). Close to 1,000 neighbors connected 
with the Ridgefield Police, Neighbors On Watch, City Council, 
dozens of community businesses and organizations, and each 
other.

NNO is an annual community-building campaign that promotes 
police-community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie 
to make our neighborhoods safer. The program was introduced in 
1984 from an established network of neighborhood watch groups 
and front porch vigils. Since then, it has become a broader based 
movement with block parties, festivals, cookouts and various 
other community events across thousands of communities from 
all fifty states all focusing on crime prevention.

In Ridgefield, it has become one of our largest community events 
where public safety and community building is the focus. Our 
“end game” is to continue to build an atmosphere where 
neighbors look out for neighbors, and one where the police are an 
approachable and connected part of the community. If you didn’t 
make it this year, we hope to see you next year on Tuesday, 
August 4th. 
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Multicultural Festival  |  9/7
The Second Annual Multicultural Festival will 
showcase Ridgefield’s traditional heritage and 
introduce visitors to cultures from around the world 
through live music, dance performances, 
storytelling, cooking demonstrations, sporting 
events, kids activities and a wide range of ethnic 
vendors. The Festival will include a variety of 
multi-cultural entertainment from Native American, 
Asian, Hispanic, Latin, Jazz and African performers.

Oktoberfest & Experience Ridgefield  |  9/14
Experience Ridgefield, sponsored by Ridgefield 
School District, is a highly interactive, carnival like 
event including lots of family friendly activities and 
local craft vendors. It is held at the Ridgefield 
Outdoor Recreation Complex in conjunction with an 
Oktoberfest a festival sponsored by Ridgefield Main 
Street that includes German style food, local beers 
and live music.

BirdFest and Bluegrass  |  10/4-5
Help celebrate the 20th Anniversary of BirdFest! 
Begin with a party at ilani Casino with an auction, 
food, drinks and a performance by Tony Starlight at 
5pm on Friday. On Saturday, enjoy the sights and 
sounds of fall migration and bluegrass music 
throughout Ridgefield!

This event spans from downtown Ridgefield to the 
Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge with a trolley to 
transport you in between.

Roaring 20’s with Wine  |   11/2
A Roaring 20’s themed wine tasting and celebration with live 
music, a collection of wines from Ridgefield wineries, dance 
lessons, art activities and more! 20’s themed costumes are 
welcome and highly encouraged. This is a 21+ event, with an 
admission charge.

Hometown Celebration  |  12/7
Join your friends and neighbors for the 20th Anniversary of 
the Hometown Celebration! All day fun for the whole family 
and kids of all ages. The fun begins in historic downtown 
Ridgefield with an Ugly Sweater Run at 9:00AM and continues 
with holiday inspired vendors, kids crafts, musical 
performances by Ridgefield School District bands and choirs, 
a visit from Santa, and trolley rides with Rudolph and Santa’s 
elves. Tree lighting ceremony and caroling begins at 4:30 
followed by a holiday performance by DanceFusion, a cup of 
hot chocolate or hot cider, sweet treats and a community 
sing-along.

Check out all 2019 events 
www.ridgefieldwa.us

We’re known and loved for having a fun, engaged 
community.  Come say hi to your neighbors and 
have a blast with one of a kind Ridgefield Events!

Ridgefield To Survey Residents 
About Town Services 

What do you think of City services? The City Council wants to find out, 
with our second community survey, which will be mailed in September 

to a random sampling of 1,500 residents AND available to be filled out 
online by all residents.

The survey will once again be conducted by Cobalt Community Research, a 
501c3 organization that provides research and education for schools, local 

governments, private corporations and nonprofit organizations throughout the United States. We will be able to 
compare this year’s results with our previous survey and against similar communities around the country.
We really want to know what we’re doing well and where we need to improve. Your responses help shape policies 
and priorities for the City of Ridgefield now and in the future. Thank you for your input and look for your survey 
in the mail or online soon.


