
Almost 2 years ago, the Ridgefield 
City Council set a course for the 
City to live those words, by reach-
ing out to you and asking what you 
need, listening, and responding.  

In November of 2015, the City 
reached out to a random sample of 
1,500 Ridgefield residents. We 
asked about lots of things – from 
the importance and performance 
of basic City services to the vision 
you hold for what makes Ridge-
field special. And we asked how to 
best communicate with you. The 
highest percentage (64%) said 
you’d prefer a newsletter. So that’s 
what you’re reading today, and will 
be reading 3 times per year, mailed 
out with your utility bills, available 
on social media, and on our web-
site.

While a newsletter can help us 
share some of what’s going on in 
Ridgefield, the City is committed 
to a 2-way conversation with our 
residents. So we’ve been finding 
new ways to connect with you, 
including:

•  A much more robust social 
media presence on Facebook and 
Nextdoor.

•  The AccessRidgefield mobile 
App for current events and 
quickly reporting non-emergency 
issues.

•  CivicVoice, a platform for the 
City to feature planned projects 
and to receive your feedback.

•  A completely updated website, 
with information organized the 
way real people need it.

Soon, the City will be making it 
easier to pay your utility bills, get a 
building permit, and figure out 
how every one of your local tax 
dollars gets spent – all online from 
the comfort of your own home. 

Your City team is excited to be 
serving you in this amazing place 
we call home. And we know that 
with your help, we’ll keep getting 
even better.
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S�ing is in the air!

And summertime
events are right 
around the corner!



Don Stose is helping to turn 
Ridgefield pink. He is the legisla-
tive liaison and was recently 
appointed to the Board of Direc-
tors of the Pink Lemonade Project, 
an organization that works to 
“educate, empower and support 
women through their breast 
cancer journey.” You will often see 
representatives of the nonprofit 
organization at community events 
with props such as a lemonade 
stand and pink Waste Connections 
recycle bins. 

Last fall, Don realized that the 
volunteers were having difficulty 
cramming the props into their 
cars. So, Don, who retired from 
Toyota after 26 years, contacted 
McCord’s Vancouver Toyota, 
explained the predicament and 
asked if the dealership would 
donate a vehicle. McCord’s 
donated a bubble-gum pink 2016 
Toyota RAV4 covered in Pink Lem-
onade logos and a breast cancer 
license plate. The vehicle is practi-
cal and helps to market the Pink 
Lemonade message. 

Don is quick to volunteer for any 
Ridgefield community project. 

His response to most any idea is 
to flash a friendly, sparkly-eyed 
smile and say “We can do that.” 
With this giving spirit, Don dedi-
cates many hours to the Ridge-
field Lion’s Club, a volunteer 
organization committed to con-
ducting service projects and 
raising funds for those in need in 
the Ridgfield community. He was 
King Lion in 2011 and continues 
to be an active member of the 
club. You will find him flipping 
burgers every year at the Lion’s 
Club booth - the favorite booth 
at the Clark County Fair.

Don was born and raised in Spo-
kane, WA where he attended a 
local community college but 
remains an avid Gonzaga fan. 
Don and Sherry, his wife of 43 
years, have two adult children 
and one grandson. Don and 
Sherry moved to Ridgefield in 
2005 and Don was elected to 
City Council in 2008. As an 
active Councilmember, Don is 
the liaison to the Ridgefield 
School Board and is working 
hard to manage the growth to 
make sure we have a balanced 
community. 

May Day Spring Festival   |   May 6
It is the Second Anniversary of First Saturday!! Join us to usher in a 
fresh new season complete with Maypole dance, Farmer’s Market 
season grand opening, outdoor games, scavenger hunt, art, food and 
more!

Big Paddle and More   |   June 3
Ridgefield is celebrating National Trails Day on June 3 with Big Paddle. 
Festivities at the waterfront and downtown and hay bale trailer rides 
shuttling in between.

Red, White & Blue Historical Fun   |   July 1
Gain a new understanding of old Ridgefield on this day full of play and 
discovery. Red, white & blue costume contest, games, icy kid & adult 
treats, a heritage-based scavenger hunt, convening with town elders, 
wine & beer garden and live music.

Upcoming First Saturdays

City Councilor in Action

City Leadership

CITY COUNCIL
Sandra Day
John Main 
Don Stose 
David Taylor
Darren Wertz

MAYOR
Ron Onslow

MAYOR PRO TEM 
Lee Wells

CITY MANAGER
Steve Stuart 

Be sure to check out the Events Calendar on our website! 
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Community Development Updates  
The City of Ridgefield Community Development Department has had 
an exciting and busy first quarter of 2017.  For the coming year we have 
several projects in the initial stages including our new school cam-
puses for 5th/6th graders and 7th/8th graders, and the Ridgefield Out-
door Recreation Complex located directly adjacent to the new schools.  
Along with planning and managing continued residential growth, we 
are very pleased to welcome new businesses including WA Department 
of Fish & Wildlife, and Vancouver Clinic to our community.  

Long-range projects are coming this year as well.  A project we at the 
city are all extremely excited about is the Arts District.  This area of 
downtown, which city staff will identify with help from local artists and 
other interested groups, will give us a chance to showcase local artists, 
enhance our downtown and increase the live-ability of our neighbor-
hoods. You can learn about and provide feedback on these and other 
development projects through Civic Voice on the City’s new website.

Transportation Grants Spur Projects Within The City
The City is getting ready to build two projects funded by the Washing-
ton State Transportation Improvement Board. The City received 
$345,000 to repave Main Avenue through downtown from Pioneer 
Street to Depot Street. The project will repair damaged sections of the 
roadway and construct ADA compliant curb ramps as well as complete 
an overlay of new pavement for the entire project length. The will be 
completed before the 4th of July Parade. 

The City also received $2,154,000 for the construction of a new 
roundabout at 35th Avenue on Pioneer Street. This new roundabout will 
replace the right turn only intersection at 35th, providing improved 
access for neighborhoods north and south of Pioneer Street. The 
Roundabout’s work will begin in the summer with construction wrap-
ping up by the end of the year, and we’ll need your help figuring out 
what to put inside it.

City Upgrades Utility 
Software Program

The City has been undergoing 
a software upgrade since the 
middle of 2016. Utility billing 
is in the final stretch of com-
pleting the upgrade to a new 
software program for utility 
accounts and a new online 
account management system. 

The utility program should be 
“live” for the April billing 
statements with the online 
account management avail-
able in early May. 

The changes will include new 
account numbers for all 
accounts and will need to be 
changed by customers who 
utilize online bill pay services 
at their financial institutions. 
Benefits include custom pay-
ment options, paperless 
billing and the ability to save 
payment methods online. 
Staff are very excited with the 
new features that will be 
available for customers to 
manage their account.



Thank you to the more than 300 
Ridgefield residents who joined us 
for the Annual State of the City 
Address at Ridgefield High School 
on February 7, 2017. This article 
includes only highlights of the 
“Growth, Inspiration and Oppor-
tunity” that we discussed.

I love Ridgefield for its natural 
beauty, safe and walkable down-
town, award-winning wineries 
and schools, parks and trails, 
community events and small, 
family-owned businesses.  

I know that Ridgefield is growing. 
With a proactive council and 
forward thinking community, we 
are working to manage the 
growth, to sustain our small town 
charm and protect what matters 
most to the community. Growth 
in the next year will see a Vancou-
ver Clinic, an Outdoor Recreation 
Center and new neighborhoods 
that are 25% parks and trails, have 
LED lights, design standards and 
HOAs.

Our growth brings opportuni-
ties for residents, visitors and 
businesses. In the coming year 
we will see projects that improve 
infrastructure, safety and public  
services including an overlay on 
Main Avenue, a new round-
about, improvements to Gee 
Creek Trail, building of Pioneer 
Street Rail Overpass and a proj-
ect to connect Main Avenue to 
the Ridgefield National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

Take advantage of the opportu-
nities that come with the 
growth of our city. Commit to 
reaching out and connecting 
with your neighbors and your 
community. 

Lets work together to maintain 
Ridgefield’s beautiful environ-
ment, safe community and 
friendly small town feel.

-Mayor Ron Onslow, 
City of Ridgefield

Stay In Touch
Ridgefield City Hall
230 Pioneer Street  PO Box 608
Ridgefield, WA 98642
www.ridgefieldwa.us

P: (360) 887-3557
F: (360) 887-0861
Public Works After Hours: 
P: (360) 518-8146

Download the Mobile App:
ridgefieldwa.us/accessridgefield
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The Best Way to Report an Issue to The Police
Your Police Department wants to know if there is an issue in the com-
munity so they can act quickly. If you see a problem, unsafe situation,
or suspicious activity please do not just post it on Facebook or Next-
door. By calling 311 or 911, your concern will be directly addressed by 
the Police Department and they can act quickly to remedy the issue.

911 is for emergency situations that need attention immediately –
when there is a real, “get here right now” sort of emergency.

311 is for non-emergency calls to the on duty police officer. It’s the 
number to call when there is an issue that needs attention, but is not an 
immediate emergency. When you place a 311 call, the dispatcher will get 
a message to an officer who is on duty to respond. If you call the police 
station after business hours, it may end up in voicemail until the next 
business day. Often times I hear “I didn’t think it was important enough 
to call 911.”  That’s when 311 is the number to call.
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