
Small town charm. A beautiful 
historic downtown. Waterfront 
access and redevelopment. These 
are a few of the biggest reasons 
many of you chose to come to, or 
stay in, Ridgefield. We know that 
because we asked, and in our 2015 
Citizen Survey we heard loud and 
clear that those community attri-
butes are important to you now 
and in the future.

One of the best actions we can 
take now to preserve the things 
we love about Ridgefield is to take 
advantage of them. Spending time 
and money visiting our downtown 
merchants is a great start. Shop-
ping locally not only helps our 
businesses thrive, it also keeps 
more than three times as much 
money locally versus shopping at 
larger retailers elsewhere. 

Beyond great shops, restaurants, 
and services, our downtown also 
has a great variety of events. Bring 
your friends, neighbors and 
visitors to enjoy the activities 
downtown to be sure the place we

love continues to grow and thrive. 
Our Ridgefield Farmer’s Market in 
Overlook Park on Saturdays in the 
Summer is a great start. Attend 
some of the many community 
events in Ridgefield throughout 
the year, including our First Satur-
days, Octoberfest, and Hometown 
Celebration. 

The City is helping create more 
reasons to come downtown, 
through our ever-growing event 
calendar and partnerships with 
our Ridgefield Main Street, down-
town merchants, and Port of 
Ridgefield. We’re constantly look-
ing to be better – so if you have 
ideas for events or activities that 
would lead you downtown more 
often – please let us know on 
Ridgefield Civic Voice, linked from 
our Website.

Ridgefield is an amazing place 
with amazing people. We’re 
excited about the opportunities 
we have to connect our people 
with this place. 
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Community Events
Check out the Community 
Events Calendar on our website! 

8/26:  Farm-to-Table

9/2:  Heritage Day & Wild Wild West

9/9:  Oktoberfest

10/7-8:  Birdfest & Bluegrass

10/20-21:  Halloween Hall

11/4:  Wine & Chocolate

12/2:  Hometown Celebration

THE RIDGE
News and information about the City we love.

Stay In Touch
Ridgefield City Hall
230 Pioneer Street  PO Box 608
Ridgefield, WA 98642
www.ridgefieldwa.us

P: (360) 887-3557
F: (360) 887-0861
Public Works After Hours: 
P: (360) 518-8146

Download the Mobile App:
ridgefieldwa.us/accessridgefield
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New Online Utility Account Management

The City of Ridgefield heard your 
requests to offer a more robust and 
self-sufficient online experience to 
manage your utility account! 

On May 8th, 2017, City staff rolled out 
the online account management 
system. Customers now have 24/7 
access to manage their accounts. 
Included in the new features are the 
abilities to see usage history, change 
your mailing address, sign up for 
paperless statements, and view previous billings. The most requested 
feature was the ability to set-up custom payment options from credit 
or debit cards and checking accounts. These payment options can be 
saved or set-up as a recurring payment from the comfort of your 
home. Currently 23% of accounts have been set-up in the new online 
system. Login today at Ridgefield.MerchantTransact.com. Questions? 
Contact the City of Ridgefield utility clerk at (360) 887-3557 or 
utilities@ci.ridgefield.wa.us.
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It's been a busy summer in Ridgefield. Events like the awesome 4th of July Parade and National Night Out bring 
out thousands of residents and visitors. And it's busy with new homes being built for people who have discov-
ered this great place. But what may be exciting for them is sometimes unnerving for a lot of us who are 
already here. Trees coming down, fields being plowed under, and homes going up, make us worry about 
losing what's great about Ridgefield. The Council can't stop growth, but we worry about it too - and we're 
doing everything we can to help make sure the things bringing people here are still here when they arrive.

The Council is requiring that every new neighborhood sets aside 25% of all their land for parks, trails, and 
open space. We also make sure new houses meet design standards so they don't all look the same and that 
HOAs make sure they stay looking good. And, we require that all neighborhoods have LED street lights that 
point downward so the night sky and all the stars can still be seen. 

We're also working on green building standards, a heritage tree 
protection ordinance, and an entire area of the City where we could 
make sure some of our farming heritage is woven into the open spaces 
and neighborhoods themselves.

So we're busy. And busy isn't bad, so long as we're all working to make 
sure the things we love about Ridgefield are protected. We'll keep 
doing that, and hope you'll do the same.
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some of the many community 
events in Ridgefield throughout 
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Ridgefield is an amazing place 
with amazing people. We’re 
excited about the opportunities 
we have to connect our people 
with this place. 

John Main is the Councilor with 
the bike. In his own words, “You’ll 
see me more on my bike down-
town than you will ever see me 
driving my car.” For that reason, 
he has an interest in developing 
multi-modal trails that connect 
the Ridgefield community. But, 
his primary focus and passion is 
enhancing the Ridgefield commu-
nity through promoting the arts. 

John is currently helping to estab-
lish an identified Arts District 
that will bring a strong, vibrant 
arts scene to downtown Ridge-
field. The Arts District would 
create a place to showcase the 
local arts community, bring all 
types of artists together, and 
introduce visitors and residents 
to arts and culture in Ridgefield. 
The District may include creative 
bike racks, artistic benches, 
murals and sculptures as well as 
performances and displays by all 
kinds of artists. The idea was 
introduced at National Night Out 
and you will have an opportunity 

to find out more at September 
First Saturday.  

John and his wife Tami moved 
to Ridgefield in 2007 and they 
have five adult children. He 
worked as a computer program-
mer for Xerox Corporation for 
30 years, retiring in 2012. John 
served on the Ridgefield Plan-
ning Commission from June 
2010 to September 2012 and has 
served as a Council member 
since that time. John recently 
joined the Board of Ridgefield 
Main Street (RMS), is Treasurer 
for the Ridgefield Art Associa-
tion (RAA), and serves on the 
Ridgefield Youth Arts Month 
planning committee. 

As an active Councilmember, 
John is working to retain the 
historical relevance of the City 
as it grows into a larger commu-
nity. “We want to retain the 
charm of Ridgefield as we are 
growing, but we also want to be 
a destination city. We have no 
intention of being a bedroom 
community to Vancouver.”

Community Development  
On July 26th, the Port of Ridge-
field and the Washington State 
Department of Fish & Wildlife 
celebrated the opening of 
WDFW’s new Region 5 head-
quarters. This project will pro-
vide 100 well paying jobs to the 
community who will add to our 
strong employment growth and 
become part of our community 
while shopping and playing in 
and around Ridgefield.  

Also, two new schools and Ridge-
field Outdoor Recreation Com-
plex (RORC) are under construc-
tion scheduled to open in August 
2018.  One campus will house 5th 
and 6th graders while the other 
will house 7th and 8th graders. 

Both of these new developments 

bring something to the commu-
nity, WDFW shows the commit-
ment by the city and our partners 
to facilitate employment growth 
close to the place we call home.  
The new school campuses and 
RORC show the commitment of 
the people in Ridgefield to provide 
the best education and recreation 
possible for our kids. Whether you 
learn here, work here, or retire 
here Ridgefield is your home town.     

Speed bumps, warning signs and dead end streets are not the only 
way to reduce traffic speeds. Traffic calming uses physical design 
and appearance of roads, enforcement and education to  improve 
safety for motorists, pedestrians and cyclists, 

The City is excited to offer a new traffic calming program that will use 
a combination of outreach, education, infrastructure modification 
and work with residents to slow traffic in our neighborhoods. The 
program includes a newly launched webpage with information about 
traffic calming and the program at ridgefieldwa.us/traffic-
calming-main. In addition, residents may request assistance to help 
slow traffic in their neighborhood such as placing the City radar 
speed trailer in a problem area or obtaining a “slow down” sign for 
their yard. 

The City will also complete three traffic calming projects this year. 
Curb “Bulb-outs” were installed on N. Main to narrow the street. 
North 5th Ave is being converted to one way to improve safety and 
traffic flow near the schools. And, the City will be installing a street 
mural to encourage drivers to slow down.

Councilor in Action

City Leadership
CITY COUNCIL
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John Main 
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David Taylor
Darren Wertz

MAYOR
Ron Onslow

MAYOR PRO TEM 
Lee Wells

CITY MANAGER
Steve Stuart 

Get involved! Get to know your neighbors and make a positive 
difference in your home town. Volunteers help to preserve our small 
town charm, create a more welcoming community and make things 
happen. Ridgefield can accommodate all kinds of helpers with any 
type of interest, skill or ability. There is a place for you if you are 
looking for a long term volunteer opportunity or have one day to 
assist. We can also help with required community service hours for 
high school students. 

Since it is event season, there are multiple current opportunities to 
assist with planning or on the day of a City event. Check out the new 
Volunteer page at timecounts.org/city-of-ridgefield to learn more 
and to choose your volunteer project.

DISTRACTED DRIVING 
LAW NOW IN EFFECT

We’re all aware cell phone use can 
distract drivers.  Beginning July 
28th, Law enforcement officers 
can now stop drivers if they 
observe them using electronics. 

Drivers may still use a smartphone 
mounted in a dashboard cradle, 
for instance to use a navigation 
app.Built-in electronic systems, 
such as hands-free calling and 
maps, remain legal.

The first six months will be an 
educational campaign but by 
Ground Hog Day 2018, the grace 
period ends. Please be safe.

NO HAND-HELD CELL 
PHONE USE WHILE DRIVING

When stopped in traffic or at a light

Includes all electronic devices such      
as tablets, laptops and games

No typing or accessing information

Hands-free and can start use by a       
single touch or swipe of your finger

Parked or out of the flow of traffic

Contacting emergency services

First Offense: $136

Second Offense: $234
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Improving road safety through

TRAFFIC CALMINGJoin the Ridgefield Volunteer Community
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You can use your device 
only if you are:

Tickets will be reported to 
your insurance company

For more information visit:
WaDriveToZero.com/DistractedDriving

•

•

VOLUNTEER
 Turn your 

passion into action.


